We present a list of squamate reptiles from Parque Nacional da Emas (PNE), ten neighbor private properties and Parque Estadual Nascentes do Rio Taquari, states of Goiás, Mato Grosso, and Mato Grosso do Sul. The study area encompasses the headwaters of Araguaia and Taquari river basins and part of Paranaíba River Basin, resulting in significant habitat heterogeneity. Inside PNE, we recorded 74 squamate species: 47 snakes, 21 lizards and six amphisbaenians. If we consider also the neighboring areas, richness value raises to 87 species: 54 snakes, 27 lizards and six amphisbaenians. From these, 52 % of the lizards, 19 % of the snakes and 33 % of the amphisbaenians are Cerrado endemics. Forest-specialist species are more common outside than inside PNE. Additional species are expected to occur in the PNE region, in view of their known geographical ranges.
Introduction
The first comprehensive published research on Cerrado herpetofauna recorded 47 lizards, 107 snakes and 15 amphisbaenians for the biome (Colli et al. 2002) . Recently, more detailed studies based on systematized data revealed that at least 237 Squamate species are found in the region, including at least 68 lizards, 145 snakes and 24 amphisbaenians (Costa et al. 2007 ).
Nevertheless, despite the high potential local richness values (Costa et al. 2007 ), Cerrado herpetofauna is still considered poorly sampled because studies are mostly located in few restricted areas.
In a local scale, lizard assemblages are better characterized in literature than snakes or amphisbaenians, and richness varies greatly among areas, ranging from 15 species in Parque Nacional da Bodoquena region (20º32' S, 56º42' W), state of Mato Grosso do Sul (Uetanabaro et al. 2007) , to 26 lizard species, in Jalapão region (10º38' S, 46º48' W), state of Tocantins (Vitt et al. 2005) and Manso (15º17' S, 55º48' W) region, state of Mato Grosso (Strussmann 2000) . In other well sampled localities, the number of registered species was around 20, such as in Brasília region (15°46' S, 47°55' W) (17 species; Nogueira et al. 2005) , municipality of São Domingos (13°23'S, 46°19'W), in the state of Goiás (20 species; Werneck and Colli 2006) , and Espora hydroelectric power plant (18º40' S, 51º51' W) , in municipality of Aporé, state of Goiás (18 species; Vaz-Silva et al. 2007 ).
Only few published studies characterize snake communities in the Cerrado. Apart from biogeographical importance and lack of scientific knowledge, zoological studies on the Cerrado are highly relevant, as this region has been recognized as the one of the 25 global biodiversity hotspots, representing a priority target area for conservation actions (Myers et al. 2000) . Over the past 35 years, more than half of the Cerrado's original area has been transformed for agriculture, while only 2.2 % of it is area are under strict legal protection (Klink and Machado, 2005) . The surroundings of the Parque Nacional das Emas (PNE) have suffered a severe loss of habitat due to the development of the agriculture in the last decades, and this region has been considered a priority area for conservation of Cerrado biodiversity, based on species richness and the occurrence of endemic, rare, and threatened species (MMA 2007).
Here we provide a checklist of the snake, lizard and amphisbaenian species found during a long term study on squamate reptiles in the PNE region, including Nascentes do Parque Estadual do Rio Taquari and ten neighbor private properties. We also provide comparisons among sampling sites, comments on Cerrado endemic species, and conservation issues. Snakes were obtained in the field through 259.6 person-hour of time constrained search (TCS; Campbel and Christman 1982; Martins and Oliveira 1998) at PNE and about 60 person-hour in sorroundings, about 25,000 km of road sampling (Fitch 1987) inside PNE, and not quantified outside, 20,388 pitfall traps-day (Corn 1994) Zaher et al. 2009 and Curcio et al. (2009) .
Material and Methods

Results and Discussion
We found 74 squamate reptile species inside PNE (Table 1, Figure 4 and 5, Appendix 1): 47 snakes, 21 lizards and six amphisbaenians. Other seven snake and six lizard species were found in areas sampled outside PNE, resulting in a regional richness of 87 squamate species. These 13 species were only found in PNE neighboring areas, located in Paranaíba, Taquari and Araguaia river basins, probably as an effect of differences in habitat structure inside and outside the park.
The number of species found in PNE represents 31 % of lizards, 25 % of amphisbaenians and 33 % of snakes known to occur in Cerrado, according to the list presented by Costa et al. (2007) . If we include data obtained in PNE neighboring areas, values are raised to 40 % of lizards and 38 % of snakes. Eleven lizards (52 % of the total number of species in this group, at PNE), two amphisbaenians (33 %) and nine snakes (19 %) found inside PNE are Cerrado endemics. Therefore, we found higher proportions of Cerrado endemics than described in literature: according to Colli et al. (2002) 25 % of lizards, 10 % of snakes and 50 % of amphisbaenians occurring at Cerrado are endemic species. These differences may be explained by two main factors: knowledge on squamate reptiles' taxonomy and distribution has improved during the past six years, and we included previously undescribed, restricted range species, not included in Colli et al. (2002) results. aff. ocellifer are also sandy soil areas inhabitants, this habitat is extremely restricted inside PNE, and are much more common at both Araguaia and Taquari basins. We expect to find other species (mainly snakes and/or forest-specialist species) outside PNE, and it is possible that a greater proportion of the regional fauna will be found after new studies in Cerrado remnants outside the protected sites, as we spent the great majority of our collecting efforts inside PNE.
----------------
Natural landscapes around PNE are highly threatened by the expansion of mechanized agriculture, and many species may be lost if not protected by public or private reserves. We suggest that new conservation units must be planned for the region, aiming to protect lowland habitats at Araguaia and Taquari river basins and act as a complement on regional conservation efforts.
Our results indicate that snake assemblages in Cerrado show higher richness levels than previously suspected, corroborating recent conclusions regarding Squamate diversity in Central Brazil (Costa et al. 2007; Recoder and Nogueira 2007; Vaz-Silva et al. 2007 ). We suggest that long-term studies are necessary to properly evaluate species richness and composition of Cerrado squamate fauna, especially with regard to snakes and amphisbaenians. 
